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EXAMINATIONS FOR HIGHWAY ENGINEER-ZCONOMISTS 


Examinations for eligibles to fill positions as highway 
engineer-economists, with salaries ranging from $2,600 to $4,600 
per annum, have been announced by the U. S. Civil Service Conmmis- 
sion. The examinations will be oven to persons with education and 
experience in highway economics, highway engineering, and highway 
transportation. Further details may be obtained from the Civil 
Service Commission, Washington, D. C., or at local post offices. 


REVISION IN PROGRAM, LOUISVILLE MEETING 


The following change has been made in the program for the 
Sixth Annual Meeting of the Institute of Traffic Engineers at 
Louisville, Kentucky, October 15 and 16: 


Clarence P. Taylor (Member), ‘Traffic Engineer, Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, will replace Otto S. Hess as the speaker 
on "Methods for Studying the Danger Points on the Rural Highway", 
at 9.45 a. m., October 15. 


HIGHWAY PLANNING STUDIES IN PENNSYLVANIA AND OHIO 


The States of Pennsylvania and Ohio have entered into a- 
greements with the U. S. Bureau of Public Roads to conduct high- 
way planning studies which will include a detailed inventory of 
road mileage, location and condition of roads and highway struct- 
ures; and a survey of volume and distribution of traffic; and a 
detailed study of truck and bus traffic, including tue origin and 
destination of passenger and freight traffic, commodities car- 
ried, etcetera. 
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STOP SIGNS 


The following editorial appears 


on page seven of the July 
issue of The American City: 


Only ten per cent of drivers stop when they 
come to a stop-street sign, according to Arnold 
EH. Vey, State Traffic Engineer of New Jersey. 
Why is this so? Obviously because the use of 
these sigs has been abused. They have been in- 
stalled where SLOW or CAUTION or CROSS TRAFFIC 
is meant. Probably when STOP signs were first 
installed they were observed; but familiarity 
with conditions where they were placed caused 
drivers to use their own judgment. It is one 
more piece of evidence of the good sense of 
calling things, places and situations by their 
right names. Everybody kmows that a red light 
means "stop". But the word "ston" is just so 
mach literature. Casper Milquetoast stops every 
time; but the hard-boiled ezgs slow down, peer 
in both directions, and swing into the X-traf- 
fic. Such a sign, by its very appearance, 
should place the driver on the alert and force 
its message on his attention. Philadelphia is 
experimenting, with what anpears to be success, 
with Neon STOP signs, whose vivid red flashes 
are visible at 400 feet. 


William G. Bliot, 34 (Associate Member), Highwey Econo- 
mist, U. S. Bureau of Public Roads, in an article entitled "Types 
of Regulation Affect Driver Habits", published in the September 
issue of The American City, refers to surveys made in 1934 and 
early 1935 in Rhode Island, South Carolina, and four cities in 
Tennessee. The following paragraph on STOP signs, ouoted from his 


article, shows wice variations in the degree of observance by 
drivers: 


3. "Stop" Sisns. "Stop" signs are widely used 
at street and highway intersections. They are 
simple and their message is unmistakable. Yet 
reports from widely distributed sources indi- 
cate a high derree of disregard for them on the 
part of the motorist, as shown in Table I. "Al- 
most stopped" vehicles are those entering at an 
estimated speed of less than 3 miles per hour. 
For practical purposes, the drivers of vehicles 
entering at less than 3 miles per hour, and 
Presumably under full control, may be consid- 
ered as obeying at least the svirit of the law. 
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Table I. Behavior of Vehicles at "Stop" Signs 
(Percentage) 


Locality Stopped Almost Entered Entered 
Stopped Slow Fast 


Rhode Island 29 19 
South Carolina 23 32 
Chattanooga 4g 21 
Knoxville 39 29 
Memphis 28 8 
Nashville 31 15 


Some safety surveys have distinguished between 
drivers who stop volwmtarily in obedience to 
the sign and those who stop voluntarily because 
of cross treffic or vehicles ahead of them. 
Table II shows how violations increase when the 
driver is free to do as he pleases. 


Table II. Behavior at "Stop" Siens, as Affected 
by Interference, in Three Tennessee Cities 
(Percentage) 

Encountering No Interference 


Locality Stopped Almost Entered Entered 
Stopped Slow Fast 


Chattanooga 21 49 23 7 
Knoxville 21 41 6 
Memphis 60 30 8 2 


Encountering Interference 


Chattanooga 
Knoxville 
Memphis 2 


According to Mr. Eliot the data in Table II do not speak 
well for the motor-vehicle overator, but they also suggest the 
possibility that STOP sisns may have been used too liberally, and 
regardless of the hazard present. However, he points out, this 
leaves us in a dilemma, for safety on arterial highways, as such, 
depends entirely on an uncuestioned right of way. Any caution re- 
quirement short of a full stop opens the wey to misunderstanding 
and accident. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


The following applications for membership in the Institute 
of Traffic Engineers have been received: 


Frederick William Norman, Traffic and License 
Officer, Johannesburg, South Africa. Mr. Norman 
has had 32 years of experience with the City 
of Johannesburg, where he is in charge of all 
highway traffic work. 


C. G. Beckenbach, Traffic Engineer, Police De- 
partment, Dallas, Texas. Mr. Beckenbach has had 
10 years of varied engineering exverience. 


Francis B. Curran, Division of Higshwey Trans- 
port, U. S. Bureau of Public Roads, Washington, 
D. C. Mr. Curran has had over 12 years' experi- 
ence in transportation economics. 


Thomas Henry Dennis, Maintenance Engineer, Di- 
vision of Highways, Sacramento, California, in 
charge of budgeting and control, with general 
supervision of maintenance of all California 
State Hichways. 


MEMBERS TO ASSIST "G' LEN 


The most interesting traffic enzineering news in some time 
is the report, quoted on page one of this month's TRAFFIC DIGEST, 
that the Bureau for Street Traffic Research in Harvard University 
would organize a traffic course in the recently established "Na- 
tional Crime School" of the Federal Bureau of Investigetion, and 
that J. E. Hoover, Director of FBI, had accepted the suggestion 
of Miller McClintock that Maxwell Halsey, Burton W. Marsh, and 
Franklin M. Kreml comprise the traffic staff. Inasmuch as every- 
one mentioned in the item, except Mr. Hoover, is a member of the 
Institute, the revort is an agreeable indication of the position 
the Institute has attained as an authority on traffic. 


COPY OF NOVEMBER 1931 TRAFFIC DIGEST WANTED 


The Cleveland Public Library desires to obtain a copy of 
the November 1931 issue of TRAFFIC DIGEST. If any member of the 
Institute has a. copy of this issue which he no longer wishes to 
preserve, it may be sent to the Secretary, who will forward it to 
the Cleveland Public Library. 
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